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People’s Republic of China 

People’s Republic of China (PRC) is a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC). Therefore PRC plays a rather important role in the UNSC and if PRC chooses to use its 

veto power, a resolution cannot be passed. Furthermore PRC is part of the neutral bloc in the 

UNSC, which means that they generally follow neither the opinion of the Russian Federation nor 

the United States of America. However, PRC tends to lean towards the Russian Federation when 

dealing with matters concerning the Syrian State. PRC can therefore both seek allies in the neutral 

bloc of the UNSC and in the Russian Federation. 

 

As a country, PRC has had a rough history. In 1949 Mao Zedong declared the Communist Party of 

China (CPC) the victors of the Chinese Civil War (a war that had lasted since 1927 but had been 

interrupted by the Japanese invasion of China in 1936 as well as the Second World War, but flared 

up again in 1945) and founded PRC. But the opposition to the CPC fled to Taiwan where the 

Republic of China (ROC) was founded, and after the Second World War, the capitalist countries 

supported ROC’s claim to be the official China. ROC was a permanent member of the UNSC until 

PRC replaced it in 1971 and was finally accepted as the official representative of China. As a 

consequence of the long period of time in which PRC was not properly acknowledged, the country 

has a sore spot for securing other nations’ right to national sovereignty. According to PRC, the best 

possible way to rebuild the Syrian State is to make sure it gets its own government and is not ruled 

by Western powers such as the United States of America. PRC wants to make sure that any solution 

discussed in the UNSC is of interest to the population of Syria. The international community should 

not interfere unnecessarily with the establishment of a future Syrian Government, as the best 

solution in PRC’s opinion is both neutral and respectful towards the Syrian people. 

 

PRC is committed to keeping peace and stability in the Middle East region, and upholding the 

purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and basic norms governing 

international relations. PRC encourages all nations to keep supporting the Syrian State and its 

refugees through humanitarian aid. 

 

Do this during the committee meeting: Try to create a draft resolution in co-operation with the 

Russian Federation that ensures that Assad can continue to lead the Syrian Arab Republic. 



French Republic 

The French Republic (France) is a member of the P5 and thus holds veto power and a permanent 

seat in the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). Although France has the right of veto it is not 

particularly keen to use it and the country strives towards more diplomatic solutions to solve 

disagreements. As a consequence of this opinion, France frowns upon the Russian Federations 

careless misuse of its veto power regarding matters connected to Syria and the Syrian Government. 

France finds itself in strong opposition to both the Syrian Government and the Russian Federation 

as both regimes violate the fundamental democratic principles on which the French Republic was 

founded after the French Revolution (1789-1799). France is part of the Western Bloc of the UNSC 

led by the United States of America, and therefore France should look to the United States of 

America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in order to find potential 

allies. 

 

France recognizes the Syrian Opposition Coalition (SOC) as a legitimate representative of Syria. 

SOC is a coalition of different Syrian groups in opposition to Bashar al-Assad (president of the 

Syrian Arab Republic and head of state) and his regime, and it formed during the Syrian Civil War 

that began in 2011 and has not ended yet. France is not interested in a future Syrian State led by 

Bashar al-Assad and finds that his government should be sanctioned for not respecting the rights of 

the Syrian people. In addition, France finds that it would be suitable for the UNSC to sanction the 

government of the Russian Federation as well, as they have shielded Assad’s government multiple 

times. It is in France’s interest to make SOC the future government of Syria. 

 

France believes the political situation in Syria to be fragile and unstable, and they aim at a solution 

capable of guaranteeing stability in the destabilized country. According to France peace can only be 

regained in Syria, if the current government led by Assad is dismissed and a new one is 

inaugurated.  

 

 

 

 



The Russian Federation 

The Russian Federation (Russia) is one of the P5-countries in the United Nations Security Council, 

and therefore it has both veto power and a permanent membership of the UNSC. Russia is the 

leader of a UNSC-bloc generally in opposition to the bloc led by the United States of America. 

Russia does not hesitate to use its right to veto, especially not when matters concerning Syria are 

discussed in the UNSC. The UNSC-bloc led by the United States of America generally frowns upon 

Russia’s, in their opinion, misuse of its veto power, but Russia finds it important to keep the current 

Syrian regime led by Bashar al-Assad in power and stabilize the situation in Syria without military 

interference. 

 

Russia and Assad’s Syrian Arab Republic have a strong tie, and Syria is Russia’s most important 

ally in the Middle East. Russia is therefore eager to preserve Assad’s regime as a consequence of 

Assad loosing power in Syria would be a hard blow for Russia and mean strategic losses for the 

country. It finds it important for the international community to respect the sovereignty of all 

nations, and is of the firm opinion that the doctrine of the Responsibility to Protect only should be 

invoked when there has been clear breaches of the responsibility, and notes that it is the 

responsibility of all governments to secure its citizens against terrorists and criminal uprisings. 

 

It is in Russia’s interest to keep solutions on a diplomatic level and by all means avoid military 

interference in Syria. Discussions in international forums are of high importance to Russia, but as 

all the other countries in the council, it is Russia’s right to act in the interest of Russians and 

Syrians, as expressed by their respective governments. Russia does not support e.g. the French 

Republic’s suggestion that a new Syrian government is necessary to bring peace to the country.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Do this during the committee meeting: It is quintessential that the delegation from the Russian 

Federation remembers to motion for an auxiliary representation for the Syrian Arab Republic to 

enable Syria’s presence during the MUN-session. This must happen right after the role call. 



The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (UK) is a permanent member of the 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) and thus the country has veto power. As a member of the 

Western-capitalist bloc of the UNSC, UK will typically find allies in the French Republic or the 

United States of America. UK also tend to find its allies in other states that are part of the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).  

 

UK frowns upon the brutality of Assad’s regime in Syria and therefore agrees with the French 

Republic on all matters regarding the future government in Syria: according to UK it is simply non-

negotiable that Assad must be removed in order to create peace and prosperity in the war-torn Syria. 

The UK condemns the present government led by Assad, which may lead to conflicts with the 

Russian Federation.  

 

The UK recognizes the Syrian Opposition Coalition (SOC) as a legitimate representative of Syria. 

SOC is a coalition of different Syrian groups in opposition to Bashar al-Assad (president of the 

Syrian Arab Republic and head of state) and his regime, and it formed during the Syrian Civil War 

that began in 2011 and has not ended yet. As UK and the French Republic share the opinion that 

SOC should be considered the official representative for Syria, the two countries may be capable of 

drafting a resolution proposing that SOC should be the foundation of a new Syrian government. 

 

It is according to the UK quite important to work towards a long-lasting solution that will ensure 

peace in Syria as well as give the Syrian people the democratic rights and rule that they are entitled 

to and deserve. UK strongly believes that a regime change could make this happen. 

 

Furthermore the UK finds that it is the responsibility of the international community to support 

Syria through humanitarian aid and by e.g. providing medical equipment, training medical 

personnel and protecting medical facilities.  

 

 

 

Do this during the committee meeting: Propose an unmoderated caucus to honour your country’s 

long-standing tradition for afternoon tea.



The United States of America 

The United States of America (US) is a P5-country and therefore a permanent member of the 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) as well as a possessor of veto power. As one of the 

world’s two super powers, the US is the leader of the Western UNSC-bloc and will most likely find 

allies and supporters in the French Republic and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland as well as other Western nations and members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO).  

 

US recognizes the Syrian Opposition Coalition (SOC) as a legitimate representative of Syria. SOC 

is a coalition of different Syrian groups in opposition to Bashar al-Assad (president of the Syrian 

Arab Republic and head of state) and his regime, and it formed during the Syrian Civil War that 

began in 2011 and has not ended yet. US is not interested in a future Syrian State led by Bashar al-

Assad and finds that his government should be sanctioned for not respecting the rights of the Syrian 

people.  

 

The US finds the actions of the Syrian government led by Assad and any nation supporting Assad’s 

regime completely and utterly unacceptable as these actions cover, amongst other things, war 

crimes and crimes against humanity. US condemns Assad’s government’s violation of its 

responsibility to protect its own population and thus US does not believe in a future in which Assad 

and the current Syrian regime get to be the governing power of the war-torn country. As a 

consequence of its failure to protect its own population, the Syrian government led by Assad should 

step down and allow the political system of Syria to be rebuild on democratic principles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do this during the committee meeting: When the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland proposes an unmoderated caucus to consume afternoon tea, the delegation of the United 

States of America must vote against the unmoderated caucus in the procedural vote as it wishes to 

avoid another Boston Tea Party. 



Kingdom of Belgium 

The Kingdom of Belgium (Belgium) is a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security 

Council (UNSC). As it is not one of the P5-countries, Belgium is leaving the UNSC in 2020 and 

does not have veto power. As a consequence of this, the country should be rather eager to take a 

stand in the UNSC and try to carry out its political beliefs.  

 

Belgium takes its responsibility as a member of the UNSC very seriously and intends to do its best 

to act in line with the United Nations Charter (to act in the name of the whole international 

community). Belgium focuses on multilateral diplomacy and vision in its foreign policy, and during 

its time in the UNSC the country wants to promote dialogue as a solution instead of military action. 

As the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation states, the 

Belgian strategy in the UNSC should be “building consensus, acting for peace”. It is therefore 

quintessential that Belgium strives to create peaceful solutions and acts as a neutral country in the 

UNSC - also when the future of Syria is discussed.  

 

Belgium frowns upon the actions of Assad’s government as the civilian population of Syria has 

suffered and endured unacceptable political and military behaviour from that very government. As a 

democratic country Belgium wants to keep a strict observance to make sure that the UNSC fights 

for human rights.  

 

Belgium encourage all countries to help Syria and its population through humanitarian aid and that 

countries should help e.g. provide medical equipment, train medical personnel and protect medical 

facilities. Peacekeeping is important, but when handling a conflict like the Syrian Civil War it is 

important to make sure that disagreements and conflicts do not increase again. 

  



The Republic of Côte d’Ivoire 

The Republic of Côte d’Ivoire (Côte d’Ivoire) is a non-permanent member of the United Nations 

Security Council (UNSC). As it is not one of the P5-countries, Côte d’Ivoire is leaving the UNSC 

in 2019 and does not have veto power. As a consequence of this, the country should be rather eager 

to take a stand in the UNSC and try to carry its political beliefs through.  

 

Côte d’Ivoire has since the beginning of the new millennium experienced two civil wars (the First 

Ivorian Civil War from 2002-2004 and the Second Ivorian Civil War (2010-2011)). After the First 

Ivorian Civil War the country was split in two, and therefore the planned 2005 presidential election 

could not be arranged and the next election did not happen until 2010. The Second Ivorian Civil 

War flared up shortly after the 2010 presidential election. Many people did not believe that the 

results of the election were veracious, and both presidential candidates (Gbagbo and Outtara) 

claimed that they were the winners of the election (although Outtara was the actual winner). This 

led to the 2010-2011 Ivorian Crisis (the Second Ivorian Civil War). The UNSC passed a resolution 

in which Outtara was recognized as the rightful winner of the 2010 presidential election.  

 

After two turbulent decades of Civil Wars, Côte d’Ivoire sympathizes with Syria and its situation. 

Côte d’Ivoire recognizes that in its own case the UNSC and UN forces were actually capable of 

ending the terrible Civil War by taking military action against Gbagbo in 2011 and presenting him 

to the International Criminal Court in Hague in 2016. This did not end all the problems of the 

devastated Côte d’Ivoire, but it did end the war and pave the way for the reconstruction of the 

country. Therefore Côte d’Ivoire strongly encourages the UN to actively help Syria as the UN 

actively helped Côte d’Ivoire. Sometimes electoral or political conflicts escalate, even under 

democratic circumstances. Thus it is crucial that the UN help stabilizing the political environment 

in Syria and does not just leave Syria to solve its own problems - this would only ensure more 

violence, more conflicts and more lives of civilians lost.  

 



Dominican Republic 

The Dominican Republic is a first time elected member of the UNSC with its term ending in 2020. 

The Dominican Republic has strong ties to the United States and often follow their initiatives in the 

United nations. The Dominican Republic should therefore look to these when making alliances. The 

Dominican Republic has recently (2018) changed its stance on China, formerly having relations 

with Taiwan (the Republic of China), but the country severed these ties in favour of the People’s 

Republic of China.  

 

The Dominican Republic is the largest economy in the Caribbean and Central American Region, 

although it is still a developing country in the upper middle-income group according to the UN.  

The Dominican Republic has previously expressed its support for increased humanitarian efforts in 

Syria in the Security Council. José Singer Weisinger expressed grave concern that most of Syria’s 

population live in extreme poverty and the humanitarian situation “is on its knees” as the 

humanitarian appeals of 2019 had only been met with 20% financing so far. The Dominican 

Republic supports ending the fighting in the region as soon as possible as airstrikes continue and 

José Singer Wiesinger has also stated that the country is appalled by the weak response from the 

Security Council so far. “We cannot continue to fail those that depend on us for their lives and their 

futures.” It supports the continuation of the Idlib ceasefire agreement that made cross-border 

humanitarian aid possible in the northern parts of Syria. Therefore one of the main priorities for the 

Dominican Republic is to increase UN access to the area.  

 

Regarding the future political structure in Syria, the Dominican Republic backs the so-called 

Pedersen proposal which aims for “constitutional reform and comprehensive elections under the 

supervision of the United Nations”. The goal is for the Syrian people to be able to recreate their 

political system in a new, democratic fashion to ensure lasting peace in the region which 

necessitates constitutional reform made by a constitutional committee. This means that negotiations 

between the government and the opposition must be held and a new transitional government must 

be convened, one that is inclusive and non-sectarian, ensuring support from all sides. First and 

foremost, however, the country is concerned with the humanitarian efforts and the protection of 

civilian Syrians. 

Do this during the committee meeting: Invite Peru to form a Latin American consensus on the 

agenda.   



Republic of Equatorial Guinea 

Equatorial Guinea is an elected member of the UNSC whose term ends in 2019. It is the richest 

African country measured in GDP per capita although it’s also a relatively small country. The 

country is likely to find allies in the two other African members, Côte d’Ivoire and South Africa. 

The latter of whom it enjoys several bilateral agreements with. The country has declined to align 

itself with either of the two blocs on the Syrian conflict led by Russia and the United States 

respectively. Equatorial Guinea instead urges the UNSC to put aside former alliances and solve the 

issue effectively to the benefit of the Syrian population. 

 

Equatorial Guinea is prepared to back any solution which secures humanitarian aid and ends the 

human suffering caused by the long conflict. It believes the international community has an 

obligation to prevent a further humanitarian disaster. Equatorial Guinea also believes the UNSC’s 

decisions so far have been weak and that decisive measures must be taken. Peace must be restored, 

the victims must be compensated and the political situation must be normalised. To avoid more 

civilian casualties the Security Council must stand more united. For one, it believes further 

humanitarian convoys are needed to the Rukban settlement, a settlement of approx. 40,000 Syrian 

displaced civilians in south-eastern Syria, although it would rather see a sustainable solution 

preferably evacuation.  

 

Equatorial Guinea believes the solution must refrain from involving large scale military operations 

from either side of the conflict even though the Syrian Government controls most of its territory 

once again. Equatorial Guinea thinks this might simply reignite the conflict. The solution in Idlib 

and Syria as a whole must be solved via political means, not military means.  

On the question of the Syrian Government and state’s future, Equatorial Guinea supports the 

formation of a constitutional committee and believes this should take full priority for the Syrian 

authorities. It believes that everything possible should be done to overcome the obstacles to the 

formation of this committee as further delays could threaten the whole peace and rebuilding 

process. This process should supercede and ignore the day-to-day outcomes of the military situation 

on the ground as that may evolve one way or another, and the process should not be delayed 

because of that. 

Do this during the committee: Motion for an unmoderated caucus where you invite members from 

both “blocs” to come together and write a resolution in an informal setting.   



Federal Republic of Germany 

Germany is an elected members of the UNSC with its term ending in 2020. Germany, partially due 

to mutual EU-membership, is close to France. It is historically close to the United States as well, 

however, on questions relating to the Syrian conflict, Germany has been less favourable to the US 

solutions as Germany is against. Germany believes that politicising humanitarian efforts in order for 

countries to look good while also prolonging the conflict and pressuring Syria further is wrong. 

This was seen at the recent Brussel Conference where some countries, mainly the major interest 

holders such as the US and Russia, did this. There should be no political conditions associated with 

humanitarian help to innocent civilians. 

 

Syria and its allies must attempt to facilitate the safe return of refugees to Syria as soon as possible 

and Germany has a big stake in this, as the country currently hosts hundreds of thousands of Syrian 

refugees. Germany thinks it has done more than plenty in this regard and that it has taken up 

responsibility where others in the Security Council and indeed in the international community have 

not.  

 

Germany, like many others, support a political solution to the conflict through a constitutional 

committee, but Germany also believes that there must be an extra priority in this work: 

accountability. Those from the Syrian regime who have caused harm and broken international law 

must be prosecuted, and Germany has already begun this process in its home country. Germany 

therefore fully supports the International Impartial and Independent Mechanism to Assist in the 

Investigation and Prosecution of Persons Responsible for the Most Serious Crimes under 

International Law Committed in the Syrian Arab Republic. This is an important step for the future 

of Syria and reconciliation in the country for Germany. 

 

The constitutional committee that is meant to come up with a future political structure for Syria 

must include at least 30% women as well, although 50% would be the best solution, as women have 

suffered to a great degree in the conflict as well. Germany also believes Russia is halting the peace 

process as it has rejected the Special Envoy to Syria’s proposal for 50 independents to the 

constitutional committee.  

Do this during the committee: Invite your fellow members of the European Union, France, Belgium 

and Poland, to discuss the formal stance of your union.  



Republic of Indonesia 

Indonesia is an elected member of the UNSC, and the only other member from East Asia apart from 

the permanent member China. However, the country has a muslim majority and due to this it also 

enjoys a strong connection to other muslim countries, especially in the Middle East and north and 

east Africa, including Kuwait. Its term ends in 2020.  

 

Indonesia believes a negotiated political solution is the only sustainable solution to the conflict, and 

this process should be achieved through continued talks led by the UN Special Envoy to Syria. The 

humanitarian situation is near-impossible to improve before a political solution has been reached 

and as such this is a priority for Indonesia. Indonesia also believes that such a process should 

Syrian-owned and Syrian-led as otherwise it will not be a lasting solution. Other countries should 

respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Syria, this especially includes the P5. This 

includes the rejection of the US trying to recognise Golan Heights, which was captured from Syria 

in the 1967 Six-Day War, as part of Israel. This is especially due to its somewhat strained 

relationship with Israel like most other muslim-majority countries, although Indonesia mainly 

maintains an indifferent attitude towards Israel. 

 

Indonesia has received humanitarian and development aid from the UN since 1966, but recently the 

country has expressed its interest in becoming an aid donor rather than a receiver. This would be a 

prime opportunity for Indonesia to do so, as a lot of muslims are suffering due to the Syrian 

conflict. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do this during the committee: Motion for a suspension of the meeting for 5 minutes for midday 

prayers and urge all delegations, especially those who are muslim, to observe the second of the five 

daily muslim prayers.  



State of Kuwait 

Kuwait is an elected member of the UNSC with a term ending in 2019. It is one of the major non-

NATO allies of the USA, and thus it is likely to align itself with the United States on a lot of issue. 

However, it is also heavily dislikes one of the other US allies in the region: Israel. Kuwait’s 

decisions on Syria might be influenced by Israeli-occupied land that formerly belonged to Syria 

such as the Golan Heights. This has strained the US-Kuwait relationship somewhat and is in the 

view of Kuwait a violation of resolution 397 (1981).  

 

Kuwait has already committed in excess of $1.9 billion in humanitarian aid and has hosted three 

conferences to raise funds for humanitarian efforts in the area. Kuwait’s Emir, His Highness Sheikh 

Sabah AlAhmad AlJaber AlSabah, has been bestowed the title “Humanitarian Leader” in 2014 by 

the UN. The country, according to OXFAM, contributed well above its fair share compared to size, 

544% to be exact. The country therefore looks to make others contribute their fair share as well so 

the burden is lifted by the entire national community. Kuwait has previously worked closely with 

Germany and Belgium on the issue of humanitarian aid in Syria and could find useful allies in the 

Security Council amongst those.  

 

Kuwait thinks the Security Council is unable to carry out its responsibilities since the Syrian 

conflict has entered its ninth year. It believes in a prolonged ceasefire in Idlib, respecting 

international humanitarian law and protecting human rights in all military operations, enabling 

further sustained humanitarian assistance and, especially, enhancing the international support for ap 

political solution that meets the desires of the Syrian people through the work of the UN Special 

Envoy to Syria. What is needed for this political settlement is a Syrian-led and Syrian-owned 

political transition process which includes drafting a constitution under UN supervision and holding 

elections according to this constitution. All parties must support this process or it cannot succeed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Do this during the committee: If a veto is used by any P5-member, call for a minute of silence for 

the harm it has caused to the peace process and the lack of action by the Security Council.   



Republic of Peru 

Peru has been a member of the Security Council before and this is the country’s fifth period as an 

elected member, a period which ends in 2019. The country’s military has also taken part in 22 

missions on behalf of the UN so far, and it It therefore has great experience with the diplomacy and 

inner workings of the UN and especially the UNSC.  

 

Peru is a big supporter of multilateralism ensuring stability. The Peruvian government has 

expressed its wishes to identify and prosecute those responsible for the use of chemical weapons 

and that an investigation by the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) is 

necessary to do so. To reach these goals, Peru supports a political, non-military solution. Eda Rivas, 

Peru’s Minister of Foreign Affairs have told reporters: “Any action that means solving Syria’s 

problems without armed conflict is supported by Peru.” This puts the country slightly at odds with 

the United States. The country believes that a political solution is intrinsic to solving the 

humanitarian crisis and that the humanitarian aid is basically wasted if the conflict is allowed to 

continue. In the eyes of Peru this requires concrete results on the subject of the constitutional 

committee as well as other confidence building measures including the release of prisoners and 

return of corpses.  

 

Although the country has criticised the deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Syria it has not 

independently supplied any funding specifically to the humanitarian mission aimed at Syria. The 

country is also far removed from the conflict and thus it is not a priority for Peru financially. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do this during the committee: Propose a motion for a suspension of the meeting for the coffee 

break, but first criticise the UNSC for not using Peruvian coffee and assert that your country’s 

coffee is far superior to any other country’s coffee.  



Republic of Poland 

Poland is an elected member of the UNSC with its term ending in 2019.  

Poland sees refugees fleeing to Europe as a big problem for both Poland and Europe as a whole as 

Poland has taken in quite a few refugees. This situation can be solved with an improvement in the 

humanitarian situation in Syria. Its aim is for Syrians to return to Syria when the situation has 

stabilised so they can help rebuild the country further. In this regard it is very much in line with the 

European Union, and Poland is prepared to work together with other EU members to achieve the 

safe return of millions of Syrian refugees currently residing in Europe. First, however, a genuine 

political process to create an intra-Syrian framework for political agreement in Syria must 

commence. Poland believes that the action that was taken by a one-time delivery of humanitarian 

aid to Rukban, one of the worst areas humanitarian vise, was only a short-term, temporary solution 

and that a longer-term solution must be found.  

 

While Poland would prefer a diplomatic and not a military solution to the conflict, it finds it even 

more important that any military operation must adhere to international law, especially international 

human law. All parts to the conflict have a legal obligation not to hinder the work and deliverance 

of humanitarian assistance and aid to civilians who are innocent in the conflict. Poland also believes 

that anyone who does not adhere to international law should be held accountable. Poland also 

supports a political solution as it is the only solution that will bring longing and stable peace to the 

region. The Syrian authorities have a special role to play in such a solution, and they should 

participate in the negotiations in good faith and without preconditions, much unlike what is 

currently happening and stalling the process which was started with resolution 2254 (2015) and the 

Geneva communiqué (S/2012/522, annex).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do this during the committee: With Poland’s strong ties to the US and its dislike for Russia, try to 

bring the European Union and the US together to ensure Russia gets as little influence as possible.  



Republic of South Africa (RSA) 

South Africa is an elected member of the UNSC whose term ends in 2020. 

South Africa is a staunch supporter of a political solution such as the one set out in resolution 2254 

(2015) currently being led by Special Envoy Geir Pedersen. It supports its full implementation to 

protect the citizens of Syria. Therefore a Syrian-led constitutional committee must also be formed 

and its rules of procedure must be finalised so the process can be started as soon as possible. South 

Africa is also glad to see and further encourages the consultation and inclusion of the Syrian 

Women’s Advisory Board as especially women and children are vulnerable under the current 

circumstances.  

 

South Africa condemns the dire humanitarian situation in Syria, especially in the north-east and 

north-west. The situation must be improved and all parties must make a full commitment to 

supporting and allowing the efforts led by the United Nations to improve the humanitarian situation. 

It believes that further convoys should be allowed and are greatly needed since many Syrians do not 

receive the aid they so desperately need. South Africa also mourns and condemns the death of 

hundreds of aid workers in the devastating conflict and it calls for the protection of all humanitarian 

personnel, in line with international humanitarian law. 

 

South Africa also believes that most Syrians would prefer to return to their homes and cities, but 

that this can only happen if the crisis is ended and the situation in the country improved with a 

political solution to ensure lasting and stable peace. Therefore the process led by the Special Envoy 

must be supported to their fullest and the return of Syrians must be voluntary, safe, dignified and 

well informed. 

South Africa finds the withdrawal of all troops from the Israeli-occupied Syrian Golan Heights 

which Israel occupies in violation of the Council’s former decision (resolution 242 (1967)). The 

annexation of territory seized through the use of force is a violation of international law and must be 

condemned. For long-term peace and security in the Middle East region, it is vital to ensure that 

international law is upheld. South Africa sees this as an opportunity for Syria to regain control of its 

land. South Africa and Israel have had no diplomatic ties since 2018 when South Africa withdrew 

its Ambassador to Israel indefinitely. 

Do this during the committee: As South Africa has good ties with the Non-Aligned Movement and 

the US, try to bring the two together and find a solution.  



Syrian Arab Republic 

The Syrian Arab Republic (Syria) is not a member of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

However, as the agenda of the meeting revolves around Syria, its government and future, Syria is 

going to be invited by the council to join the UNSC meeting. As an ally of Syria, Russia must 

ensure that this happens, as Syria will otherwise not be allowed to represent itself at the meeting. 

Syria should also rely on Russia for support in the matters concerning its future. In being present as 

an observer Syria does not have voting rights on substantive matters (resolutions and amendments) 

but does have voting rights on procedural matters (moderated/unmoderated caucuses, etc.). Yet 

Syria is allowed to write draft resolutions and introduce these to the committee (the draft resolutions 

of course have to meet the criteria specified in the Rules of Procedure. To ensure that Syria’s 

interests are kept in mind during voting on substantive matters, Syria should seek to strengthen the 

alliance with Russia. The People’s Republic of China could also prove to be an important ally in the 

UNSC, as the country tends to support Russia in matters concerning Syria.  

 

The Syrian government led by Bashar al-Assad demands to be considered the only true government 

of Syria and thus does not recognize the Syrian Opposition Coalition (SOC). According to Assad’s 

government, SOC is nothing but rebels trying to overthrow the rightful regime of Syria. It is, 

according to Assad’s government, furthermore quite problematic that nations such as the French 

Republic, the United States of America and the United Kingdom of Britain and Northern Ireland 

have chosen to recognize SOC as a legitimate representative of Syria. Many of the UNSC member 

countries are not keen on letting Assad continue as the leader of the future Syrian State. Assad’s 

government finds the accusations against Assad preposterous and denies that it has committed war 

crimes, crimes against humanity and violated its responsibility to protect its own population.  

 

Syria finds that US, France and UK have all violated the UN charter in their aggressions towards 

Syria, another sovereign state, and for that they should be condemned. An apology for spreading the 

false rumours of Assad’s violation of his own people’s rights would be in order, and accordingly 

Syria is against charging any nation with crimes against humanity. 



Republic of Kazakhstan 

Kazakhstan is participating in the meeting as an observer, invited as it is the main convener of one 

of the ongoing peace processes. As such, it adheres to a policy of neutrality, placing it slightly 

aligned with the bloc headed by China and several of the non-permanent member states. Further, 

Kazakhstan was a member of the UNSC until December 2018 and has therefore been involved in 

the councils work over the past two years. Kazakhstan sees progress as urgently needed and should 

therefore consider whether the optimal negotiations should be in depth regarding a practical 

solution or if a vaguer resolution, for which a consensus can be achieved and further work be built 

upon, is better than a strongly worded resolution, which could be more divisive. 

 

Kazakhstan remains fully and unconditionally committed to the principle of sovereignty of all 

nation states. Thus, no nation should act without the consent of the Security Council in the 

legitimate business of any other nation state. Further, Kazakhstan remains committed to finding a 

durable solution to the situation in Syria. As a chief mediator in the Astana process, it accepts the 

international community’s responsibility to address the situation. And though it remains committed 

to the Astana process, it acknowledges that Geneva should remain the main international platform 

for finding a political solution, and refrains from committing any military personel to the conflict. 

Kazakhstan further believes that a political solution should be based on the will of the Syrian people 

and is therefore a supporter of the Special Envoys proposal for a Syrian-owned, and Syrian-led 

process which could reform the current constitution, and believes that this should include the 

opposition representatives as well. However, it does not deem it necessary to replace the current 

regime. 
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